
Name___________________________________
Comet, Asteroid, Meteor 
1.What is the composition of each part of a comet? 

2. How does a comet’s appearance change as it approaches the sun? Why does this occur? 

3. Draw the orbit of a comet (don’t forget to include the tail).

4.  What causes a meteoroid to become a meteorite? 

5.  How can you tell a meteor from a comet?

6. Why do meteoroids usually disintegrate rather than fall to Earth? 

7. Why is a “shooting star” an inaccurate name for a meteor? 
�
Comets�
Asteroids�
Meteoroids�
�
Origin�
Kuiper Belt and Oort Cloud�
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b. �
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Size�
c.
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 Smaller than a planet but larger than meteoroids�
Smaller than comets or asteroids�
�
Composition�
d. 











�
Rock 
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e. �
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Orbit�
f.
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g.�
Orbit the sun like a comet if it came from a comet, orbit like an asteroid if it came from an asteroid�
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